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Todayôs Presentation

ÅPurpose of Permit To 
Take Water (PTTW) 
Program

ÅLegislation

ÅWhatôs new?

ÅWhat could go wrong by 
taking water?

ÅObligations

ÅApplication Process

ÅNext Steps and Summary

ÅQuestions
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Purpose of PTTW Program

ÅThe Ministryôs water quantity management policy is to 

ensure the fair sharing, conservation and sustainable use of 

the waters of the Province.

ÅPrevent water takings from causing unacceptable impacts to 

natural environment and existing water users.

ÅMost water takings >50,000 litres per day (L/d) require 

Permit

ÅPermit shows that the MOE is satisfied that there is a low 

risk for the taking to cause unacceptable impacts
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Legislation

ÅOntario Water Resources Act (1961)

ïñNo person shall take more than a total of 50,000 

litres in a dayéwithout a Permit.ò

ÅOntario Regulation 387 (2004) ïñWater Takingò 
(enforced as of Jan 1, 2005)

ïIncludes new rules about monitoring, reporting, notice, 

restrictions, MOE responsibilities, etc.

ïNew Permit to Take Water Manual, Guide and application 

form

ïApplication fees
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O. Reg 387/04 (Water Taking)

NEW

Å Stronger language surrounding: 

ï minimum stream flow

ï flow variability

ï habitat protection

Å High & Medium Use watershed

ï Consumptive uses restricted

Å Notification of Conservation 
Authorities (CAôs) and 
municipalities

Å Annual reporting requirements

Å New classification system
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Monitoring & Reporting 

Requirements
Å Section 9 ïDuties of a Permit Holder

ï All Permitees shall collect & record daily water use using flow meter or 

other acceptable method

ï Before March 31 in every year, all Permit Holders shall submit this info 

to the Director

Å Phased Implementation

Å Phase 1 

ÅLarge & small municipal residential systems and MISA sector

ÅStart recording on July 1/05, Submit data by March 31/06

Å Phase 2

Åindustrial, commercial and wildlife and conservation (Jan. 2006/Mar. 

2007)

Å Phase 3

ÅAll other drinking water systems, agriculture and all other Permit 

Holders (Jan. 2007/Mar. 2008)
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Classification System

ÅWhy Classify? 

ÅRisk management based

ÅAllows both applicants and MOE to focus 

technical effort appropriate to complexity 

and risk associated with a proposed water 

taking. 
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Classification System
Cat 1 ÅRenewal

ÅSmall ponds

ÅGreat Lakes < 1 Million L/d

ÅNo study

Å$750

Cat 2 ÅPumping tests

ÅGreat Lakes <19 Million L/d

Å5% of 7Q20* from >3rd

order streams, etc.

ÅNo study, but a qualified 

person (QP) must submit 

a schedule

Å$750

Cat 3 All others ÅStudy required

Å$3000

* 7 day period with the lowest flow over 20 years
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Administrative Fee Exemptions

ÅAgricultural takings are exempt from 

paying fees

ÅEffective September 1, 2007 wetland and 

wildlife conservation permits, and

ÅGrandfathered permits, existing takings 

prior to 1961

ÅFee exempted takers still subject to 

various category requirements
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Principle #1 ïThe Ministry will use an ecosystem 

approach that considers both water takersô reasonable 

needs for the water and the natural functions of the 

ecosystem.
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Principle # 2 ïWater takings are controlled to prevent 

unacceptable interference with other uses of water, 

wherever possible, and to resolve such problems if 

they do occur
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Principle # 3 ïThe Ministry will employ adaptive 

management to better respond to evolving 

environmental conditions
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Principle # 4 ïThe Ministry will consider the 

cumulative impacts of water takings
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Principle # 5 ïThe Ministry will incorporate risk 

management principles into the permit 

application/review process
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Principle #6 ïThe Ministry will promote public and 

local agency involvement

http://images.google.ca/imgres?imgurl=http://www.cs.rochester.edu/research/vision/people/vision_people.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.cs.rochester.edu/research/vision/people/&h=460&w=400&sz=33&hl=en&start=4&um=1&tbnid=kWH-rMcbhOQtMM:&tbnh=128&tbnw=111&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dpeople%26svnum%3D10%26um%3D1%26hl%3Den%26rlz%3D1T4GGIR_enCA216CA242
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What could go wrong by taking 

water? 

Å Water needs to be shared by natural environment and increasing 

population

Å Conflicts arise when a water taking is unsuitable for its environment

Å A few examples:

ïEg.1 - 10 million LPD from L. Ontario

ïEg.2 ï100,000 LPD from well in a village

ïEg.3 ïpumping from a stream during 

spring flood vs. summer low flow
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Neighbours

A B

Ground Water Interference - 1

(aquifer)

water table
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New High-

Capacity Well

A B

Ground Water Interference-2

(aquifer)

water table

Neighbours
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Turn on Well A B

Ground Water Interference-3

Loss of supply

No Loss of supply
(aquifer)

(original water table)

Neighbours
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Surface Water Interference-

1

Reasonable withdrawal

(no unacceptable impact

to existing users or natural

environment)
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Surface Water Interference-2

Reasonable withdrawal

(no unacceptable impact

to existing users or natural

environment)

Pump 1
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Surface Water Interference-3

Established withdrawal

canôt be met, because of

interference

Pump 1Pump 2

Unreasonable withdrawal

(impacts existing users 

and natural environment)
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Obligations

Å New regulation requires all Permit Holders 

to monitor how much water is taken on daily 

basis

ï Must be reasonable prospect that water will be 

used in near future

ï Demonstration of water conservation measures 

through Best Management Practices (BMP)
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Application Process (new, renew, amend)

ÅNew application form

ÅGreater emphasis on pre-submission consultation

ÅApply to EAAB office in Toronto

ÅNew classification system

ÅCat. 2 or 3 and will require Qualified Professional (QP)

ÅQP provides study to confirm that taking wonôt cause 
unacceptable impacts

ÅFee now required for application ($750-$3000)

ÅConservation Schedule
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Average Annual Flow Map

(taking may be refused)
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Summer Low Flow Map
(taking may be excluded August 1 to September 11)


